7N

S3lwgola

, & >
c)l/ldjbﬂ')cjtf} bc)v,,ﬂ N o’f.&;’;l

Career and Educational Preferences among Iranian Pharmacy Students

Nasser Vahdati-Mashhadian,
Seved Ahmad Hevdari Yazdi

il e i S made oLl s gibeg o sasiidls

Nasser Vahdati Mashhadian, PharmD, PhD

E-mail: vahdatin@mums acir

sy pale alfZils L gileg )l sasiiile b e sl

&3 & e el s sy gl

t s B g
oldgds ooy pol 5o

Ol oge g le

—< >

Background: Precise planning and providing appropriaie carcer
field [or pharmacisis depend on recognition ol their interests and
thetr educational and career poals. This study was designed to
identify career and educational goals and preferences of
pharmacy students and the effective factors on them.
Methods: The study was performed on 150 students ol 3rd,
4th and 5th year of pharmacy school, Mashhad University of
Medical Sciences, Mashhad, Iran. Subjects answered to
predesigned queslionnaire conlaining questions about their
demographic characteristics and their educational and carcer
gouls and preferences. Impact of demographic characteristics
on the responses was also statistically analyzed.

Results: 65 (43%) of the students responded to the
questionnaires. Of these, 36 respondents (55 4%) were men.
Mean (SD) age ol the respondents was 22.0 (1.1). Most of the
respondents (n = 44, 67.7%) staled that aflier achicving
PharmD degree, they do not intend o study in posigraduate
levels. Among the group who intended to study mn pharmacy
residencies, pharmaceutical sciences was the most popular
field. Twenty-eight respondents (43 %) stated that research
aller graduation is one ol their preferences. In lerms of
cmployment, most respondents (87.7%) prelerred o work in
the private sector and most of them (80%) predicted a monthly
income of between 400 and 4000 dollars for themselves. There
was no relationship between age and gender with intention for
study in postgraduate fields of pharmacy and work mn public
scetor Lowever, there was a signilicant relationship between
gender and predicted income as men predicted higher incomes
for themselves (P=0.03).

Conclusion: Policy makers of medical education need 1o
identily students” interests and goals in order 1o approprialely
guide them during academic years. Lxploring pharmacy
students” educational and career interests in other parts of the
country and with a larger sample size, and developing the
essential infrastructures for pharmacists to provide more
specialized services seem inevilable,
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